
1 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

1 
 



2 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

2 
 



3 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

3 
 



4 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

4 
 



5 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

5 
 



6 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

6 
 



7 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

7 
 



8 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

8 
 



9 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

9 
 



10 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

10 
 



11 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

11 
 



12 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

12 
 



13 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

13 
 



14 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

14 
 



15 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

15 
 



16 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

16 
 

http://queertopiaindia.weebly.com/the-visibility-campaign
http://queertopiaindia.weebly.com/the-visibility-campaign


17 
SOAS South Asia Institute Working Papers 
 

 

 
 

17 
 

                                                           
1

 See http://www.lawyerscollective.org/vulnerable-communities/lgbt/section-377.html for 

details on the Indian Penal Code, in particular Section 377 – pertaining to the criminalization 

of homosexuality as „unnatural‟. 

 
2
 Foucault, M. (1988), Technologies of the self: A seminar with Michel Foucault (LH Martin, 

H. Gutman, &amp; PH Hutton, Eds.). London: Tavistock. 

 
3
 The expression “larger social whole” is used here to move away from Tönnies‟ structured 

and institutional idea of the community and civil society to make it more relevant for the 

perception of the fluidity of gender and sexual identity in India. Ferdinand 

Tonnies, Community and Society: Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft, [translated and edited by 

Charles P. Loomis], Copyright 1957, The Michigan State University Press, pp. 223-231.  
 
4
 The colloquial term for transgendered persons, in particular transwomen who form the age-

old tradition of the „third-gender‟ identity in the Indian context. 

 
5
 The intention here is to put forward the idea that the biological gender, or simply put „sex‟ 

of a person, is simply a chromosomal combination resulting in specific biological 

categorization; however, the „becoming‟ of the gender rests upon its cultural simulation and 

pedagogy, dependent on history and its chronological political composition. 
 
6
 It is important to note that the chain of productivity is being held in a particular context here, 

where the participants are constitutionally responsible as citizens to aspire for the ideal types. 

Moving away from the Marxist to the Weberian perspective, these ideal types that govern the 

institutional politics of the real world appear sculpted by patriarchal myopia and begin to 

affect the mechanism of social „everyday‟. The fabric of cultural environment emerges from 

the dominant powers in society, while historically the categories of exclusion have been 

focused on identifying the deviants of a narrow structure of ideal type. And, as with any other 

form of exclusion, sexual and gendered exclusion is also based upon a restrictive format – 

that of the heterosexual cisgender identity – is finally deemed as the ideal type of citizen. A 

deviance from the identity association is considered an aberration, by choice and hence a sin, 

or by “god‟s deliverance” as is believed in cultural contexts. This brings one back to the 
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chain of productivity analogy, where the argument holds, as in our society much of the 

vocally identifying “queers” are kept away from the mainstream „everyday‟, except for in 

some liberal media and publishing outlets; even primetime television has been shy of 

portraying queer characters or homosexual content. 
 
7
 This comment is a reference to another case study related to this research, where I explore a 

heterosexual incestuous relationship, a dynamic that is fundamentally relegated to the 

“perverse” space within social definitions. The incongruity in the nature of perversity works 

differently for “queer” and straight individuals, so to speak. The social space within which 

the incest is tolerated, or other such heterosexual perversities (as defined under IPC Section 

377) such as sexual intimacy outside of procreation purposes, are understood as “private” 

matters. On the other hand, a “queer” individual finds their sexual preferences discussed with 

much more rigour and is subjected to a wider range of intolerance by the same social 

structure that turns a blind eye to heterosexual perversities. 

 
8
 From the Lecture (Foucault 1988): Foucault referred to his Madness and Civilization, where 

he engaged with the concept of insanity, as an indicator of tolerance of the state when dealing 

with a subject who is positioned outside of their own experience of subjectification. 

 
9

http://www.gaylaxymag.com/articles/queer-voices/power-to-the-lgbt-community-awake-up-

call-for-india/ See link for the quote and for further reading on current topics of discussion on 

the LGBT friendly platform. 

 
10

http://www.gaylaxymag.com/latest-news/at-unindia-votes-in-favour-of-resolution-that-

excludes-lgbt-families/ 

 
11

For example, cross-dressing is routinely confused with transgenderism and requires more 

insight from cross-dressing individuals themselves. It only highlights the gaping lacuna in 

thought and knowledge on the subject, and a deliberate rejection of the Western discourse on 

the subject. Recently, an online media outlet QUINT published a story about a man who 

loves to wear sarees. His story highlights the dilemma of gender experience, sexual 

expression and identity questions for non-conforming individuals. 

http://www.thequint.com/videos/2016/04/19/celebrating-versatility-the-sareeman-of-india 

 
12 The state of Kerala has adopted its first Transgender Bill of Rights - 

http://thelogicalindian.com/news/kerala-unveils-indias-first-transgender-policy/  

States anyone identifying as a transgender individual will have access to rights and 

protections against discrimination.  

http://www.thecitizen.in/index.php/NewsDetail/index/7/7381/Reservation-Scholarships-for-

Transgenders-New-Draft-Bill 
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