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NOTES FOR APPLICANTS

1. Who is the fellowship for?

One fellowship is awarded annually by the SOAS South Asia Institute (SSAI) and the Charles Wallace Bangladesh Trust to a scholar who has had no, or little, opportunity to conduct research outside Bangladesh.  The 3 month placement at SOAS, University of London should be taken predominantly during term-time (January–May).
2. Who is eligible?

a) Applicants must be Bangladeshn nationals and be residing in Bangladesh at the time the application is submitted.  

b) Applicants must have completed a PhD and must be working in the fields of ‘Bangladesh Studies’ (Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences) which are supported at SOAS.  For a list of subjects please check the Taught Masters programmes on the SOAS website. Applicants may not hold the Fellowship for the purpose of, or in conjunction with, enrolment in any Higher Educational Institution in the United Kingdom (including SOAS).

c) Applicants must be in the early to middle stage of their academic careers.

d) Candidates must demonstrate sufficient English language ability, both written and spoken, to participate in discussions and use resource materials.
e) Applicants must state if they are in receipt of any other grant, or are awaiting results of other applications.  Failure to do so may result in the fellowship being withdrawn. 

3. The 3 month visiting Fellowship is intended:

a) To contribute actively to the Institute’s research environment; 
b) To provide SSAI members and research students with the opportunity to work with leading academics from outside SOAS; 
c) To develop and promote links with academic institutions in Bangladesh; and
d) To offer academics from Bangladesh the opportunity to collaborate in joint research with SSAI colleagues.

4. Visitor Contribution

Visitors are expected to give a talk in the SSAI’s seminar series and take part in the general intellectual life of the School (e.g. active participation in seminars).  They may also be asked to contribute to one or more of the following Institutes activities:
a) Give a talk in a Departmental seminar series, or a paper in a conference; 

b) Collaborate on a research project with a member, or members, of the Institute;

c) Provide an article for the Institute’s working papers series;

d) Develop a research proposal to apply for an external funding award through the Institute; and
e) Contribute to the Institute’s network of contacts (academic, practitioner, policy-making and/or media).
 

5. Fellowship Provision
The fellow can expect to receive:

a) University ID Card;

b) Staff membership of the SOAS library;

c) Workspace in the School (including computer, telephone, printing/photocopy credit); and
d) £1,250 towards an international fare (pre-departure grant) and a monthly stipend of £1,600.  The candidate must make his/her own travel arrangements. Please note that it is the responsibility of the successful candidate to arrange accommodation within the limit of the budget.

6. Role of the Institute Host 

The Institute host will help the fellow become integrated into the work of the Institute and get the most from his/her stay. The host is expected to:

a) Play an active role in the induction of the visitor into the Institute, including providing introductions to relevant academic colleagues and informing him/her of activities in which s/he might wish to participate (research seminars, workshops, Institute meetings, informal gatherings); 
b) Chair the fellow’s talk; and

c) Engage the visitor in co-authoring publications, organising and participating in events and developing contacts and networks.
7. Reporting and Feedback

a) Visitors will be asked to provide the Institute with a short biography and a statement of what they intend to do during their visit; this information will be posted on the Institute’s website.
b) Early in their visit, visitors will be asked to meet with the Institute Director and host. They will also be asked to attend an induction session carried out by the Centres & Programmes Office team. 
At the end of his/her stay the Fellow is asked to submit an activity report on their progress and outputs and how they have contributed to the Institute’s research activities during their visit.  The report should be completed within 1 month of the termination date and may be published in the SOAS South Asia Institute publication and on the Institute’s web page. 

The host will also be asked to provide some feedback on the success and productivity of the visit.

8. Application Procedure

Closing date for applications: 18 September 2024
A complete application will comprise:

a) The application form duly filled in (including Section 11, list of your Publications and Section 16, a Description of your Proposed Research including an explanation of why SOAS in particular is an appropriate venue for you to pursue this research).
b) Two letters of recommendation. 

All material must be submitted electronically to ssai@soas.ac.uk with the subject reference as – Charles Wallace Bangladesh Fellowship 2024/25. If you have further query, please contact ssai@soas.ac.uk

The School may wish to interview the top three shortlisted candidates online.  Further details will be sent to the shortlisted candidates after the closing date. 

9. Notification of competition result
All applicants will be notified by e-mail regarding the outcome of their application, generally by the end of October 2024.  Applicants who submit an ineligible or incomplete application will not be contacted.
The School is authorised to release the names of successful fellows and their research topics as it deems fit.

10. Criteria
The award will be made on the basis of academic merit and research potential.  The Institute and the Trust reserve the right not to make an award in the event that no suitable application is received.

SECTION A
APPLICATION FORM
to be completed by candidates
Please read the Notes for Applicants carefully before completing this form. Information must be included on the application form itself. Do not enclose a curriculum vitae, list of publications or example of your work. No enclosures, other than those requested, will be accepted.  

Completed application forms must reach the appropriate address, by the deadline given, as set out in section 8 of the Notes for Applicants.
	1. FAMILY NAME (Block letters please)
	First Name (in full)

	
	


	2. Date of Birth (dd/mm/yy)
	

	
	Age on 30 August 2024

	
	


	3. Nationality 
	4. Sex (M/F)

	
	


	5. Address for Correspondence
	

	
	6. Email Address

	
	


	7. Current Occupation

	Job Title:

Organisation:



	8. University/College Education (Please provide details of higher education and qualifications obtained or expected)

	University/College Attended, City
	Qualification and Subject

	
	

	
	Date Received / Result

	
	

	University/College Attended, City
	Qualification and Subject

	
	

	
	Date Received / Result

	
	

	University/College Attended, City
	Qualification and Subject

	
	

	
	Date Received / Result

	
	

	University/College Attended, City
	Qualification and Subject

	
	

	
	Date Received / Result

	
	


	9. Professional or Other Qualifications (give details, where obtained, and dates)

	


	10. Employment History (give details of your last 2 posts)

	


	11. Publications (List your most notable publications (including Authored Book, Edited Books, Book Chapters, Articles and Monographs.  Please include online hyperlinks where applicable

	


	12. Scholarships/Fellowships Obtained (including dates)

	


	13. Have you ever travelled outside Bangladesh in order to conduct research, deliver lectures and seminars, etc? (if so, give details of the purpose and country visited)

	


	14. Research Topic Title 

	


	15. Describe your proposed research (max 500 words) including an explanation of why SOAS in particular is an appropriate venue for you to pursue this research (eg. listing possible collaborators and relevant library and archival resources)

	


	16. Referee (x 2)
	

	Name:

Position:

Organisation:

Email Address:


	Name:

Position:

Organisation:

Email Address:




	17. Your Name

	

	18. Signature* 

	

	19. Date

	


* Your signature confirms that, to the best of your knowledge, the information you have given is correct and complete.

SECTION B

REFERENCE

Forward a copy of this form to each referee
	CANDIDATES FAMILY NAME (Block letters please)
	First Name (in full)

	
	


TO THE REFEREE

The above-named person has nominated you as a referee for a Charles Wallace Bangladesh Trust 3 Month Visiting Fellowship at SOAS, University of London.
One fellowship is awarded annually by the SOAS South Asia Institute and the Charles Wallace Bangladesh Trust to a scholar who has had no, or little opportunity, to conduct research outside Bangladesh.  The 3 month placement at SOAS, University of London should be taken predominantly during term-time (January–May).

Please comment on the candidate’s academic and personal suitability for the 3 month visiting fellowship.  We would be grateful if you could return the reference directly to the Executive Officer at ssai@soas.ac.uk to arrive no later than the deadline, 18 September 2024.  
STATEMENT BY REFEREE

(Where possible please use a typewriter or word processor)

1. Please indicate the applicant’s skill in English (where A is highest and E lowest level)

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E

	Reading
	
	
	
	
	

	Composition
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaking
	
	
	
	
	


2. The general quality and originality of the students work and more specifically, his/her potential/suitability to conduct research during a 3 month visit to SOAS, University of London.  
	


	Date

	


	Your Name
	Position Held 

	
	

	Institution Name 
	Address

	
	

	Email Address 
	Telephone Number
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